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Humankind requires sustenance to exist.  Our goal as high 

school administrators/faculty is to provide the resources to 

develop the youth entrusted to us so that they have the suste-

nance to excel.  Yuma Catholic High School focuses re-

sources to nourish, educate and grow our students to achieve 

their highest potential; faith to nourish their souls, curricu-

lum to enlarge their skillset to be successful in college and a 

campus environment that nurtures them to grow into adults 

who will make a positive difference in the world. 

Each school year, we ask for your support of our students by 

donating to the annual fund.  Your donation each year is im-

pactful to our students and the YC Community.  Providing 

our students a safe environment in which to become an adult 

is a guiding principle.   This school year we are taking fur-

ther measures to increase campus security.  For the 2015-

2016 annual fund, we are asking for your financial support 

to upgrade the campus surveillance system to replace aging 

analog cameras with the newest high definition digital cam-

eras.  We will increase the area of surveillance by adding 

more cameras to expand the coverage area by 50 percent! 

Can you imagine having cameras in place where the campus 

security can more clearly recognize facial details and see 

potential issues before they occur?  The current system is 

black and white analog with 640 by 480 pixels and the new 

system would be full color high definition 1920 by 1080 

pixels.   It would be like going from a fuzzy black and white 

watermark image to a sharp full color image as illustrated 

below.  

 

 

 

 

 

Won’t you help us keep our students safe by making an an-

nual fund donation either by returning   the fund envelope or 

donating on-line at https://www.yumacatholic.org/giving/

onlinegiving.aspx?  We can accomplish our safety upgrades 

for $25,000!  Please donate now!   If everyone gave some-

thing, we would be viewing our campus in full color before 

the end of 2015! 

Proverbs 11:25 (NIV)  

“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes 

others will be refreshed.” 

http://www.yumacatholic.org


Yuma Catholic Family, 

Our high school is seeing signs of growth.  Not only has our enrollment grown over the past couple of years, 

we have been working at making our school greater than ever before.  This year, our faculty and staff have 

made a conscious decision to fish for more followers of Christ (increase enrollment), ensure the safety and 

security of our students, and most importantly water and feed our maturing crop of Shamrocks (strengthen 

curriculum). 

October 2nd, we had a Future Shamrock day for all the private schools.  We welcomed over 100 students in 

order to plant the seeds for the future of our school.  They were able to experience the life of a high school 

student by attending a few classes, partaking in the Homecoming Pep Assembly, and rubbing elbows with 

their future peer leaders.  It is our sincerest hope that families who have chosen to educate their children      

privately for grammar school see the benefits of continuing that choice through high school. 

One way we are trying to attract more families as well as protect those that are here is by increasing the over-

all security of our school.  Recently, we have installed a camera/intercom/buzzer system at the door as a 

means to control the flow of visitors and monitor who arrives.  Also, we have been blessed by a private      

donor and the addition of an afternoon security officer.  We have many students who stay late for extracurric-

ular activities, so it is imperative we have someone keeping an eye on them as well as the campus.     Lastly, 

our goal is to upgrade the outdated security camera system as well as increase the number of “eyes in the sky” 

in an effort to keep better watch of what goes on inside and outside of the school.  We are kicking off a cam-

paign to raise funds in order to do so; the price tag for our needs is almost $25,000. 

All in all, we have been planting the seeds, and our constituents have been watering them.  Nevertheless, God 

is causing the growth; it has been amazing to see His handiwork firsthand.  It gives us all a sense that God not 

only cares for our school but truly shares His amazing love with those who stay true to His word.  Thank you 

for being an integral part of our growing process and may God continue to bless all of our efforts. 

In Christ, 

 

Armando Valenzuela III 

Principal/CEO – Yuma Catholic High School 

I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.  So then nei-

ther the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who 

causes the growth. ~ 1 Corinthians 3:6-7 

 

 

 

 

Students attend 

 Steubenville West  

Youth Conference 

Fourteen Yuma Catholic stu-
dents and three teachers attend-
ed the Steubenville West Youth 
Conference held at the Universi-
ty of Arizona in Tucson during 

July. This annual conference provides an opportunity for 
youth to get closer to Christ through praise, worship, and 
the Holy Eucharist. Over 4,000 youth attended the three 
day event, along with 36 priests and all of the Seminari-
ans from the Diocese of Tucson. The music was led by 
the Josh Blakesly Band, and the program was led by 
Mark Hart and Fr. Mike Schmitz.  

Over the weekend, the Sacrament of Reconciliation was 
celebration by 1,214 youth. Adoration was held on Satur-
day night and it was a very reverent and solemn time 
when many youth encountered Christ. At the closing 
Mass, all of the young men and women being called to 
religious life as priests and religious sisters were invited 
to the stage for a special blessing. Students interested in 
attending during the summer of 2016 can let Mrs. Meade 
know.  

 

 

 

 

 

Students Needed  

Have you ever wanted to read or sing at Mass? Or is your 

calling to help at the Altar? Campus Ministry is looking 

for students to get involved in our weekly school litur-

gies. If you are interested in singing or playing in the 

Mass Choir, please contact Mr. Coz. If you are interested 

in being a Lector, Gift Bearer, Altar Server, or Eucharis-

tic Minister, please see Mrs. Meade.  

Freshmen Retreat Information 

The Freshman Class Retreat is scheduled for Thursday, 

November 5th from 8:00-3:30pm. The Retreat will begin 

and end at the school, but during the day we will leave 

campus and go to the Yuma County Library on a walking 

field trip. Parents of freshman students should have re-

ceived an information email from Mrs. Meade regarding 

this retreat. If you should have any questions, please con-

tact Mr. Arsenault or Mrs. Meade. 
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It has been a very busy and productive first quarter!  We had 

a college fair in September, along with the Parent Night for 

each grade level!  Thank you to all of the parents and students 

who attended!  You all had great questions and we appreciat-

ed your participation.  Most of our seniors have applied to the 

three in-state universities, as well as Grand Canyon Universi-

ty.  The seniors have met with numerous college representa-

tives and will continue to do so throughout the semester.   

The PSAT will be given to all juniors and some underclass-

men, who signed up to take the test, on October 28th.  This 

test is the precursor test to the SAT, as well as the qualifying 

test for the National Merit Scholarship.  You can only qualify 

with your junior PSAT score, so the underclassmen are get-

ting good practice for when they are juniors.  Once we re-

ceive the scores, we will meet with students and parents to go 

over their results.  That date will be announced once we re-

ceive the scores.  The results usually arrive during Christmas 

Break.  Parents and students please continue to check your 

email.   

As we receive summer enrichment program information, we 

are forwarding you the information.  These are great opportu-

nities for your children to grow academically and socially!  

We have tentatively scheduled a Career Fair for November 

19th.  If you are interested or know someone who may be in-

terested in being a presenter, please contact Mrs. Stallworth 

or Mrs. Canela Montgomery.   

Please continue to be aware of the ACT test dates and dead-

lines: (Good time for juniors to take test, and sophomores 

February or April) 

Test Date  Deadline for Registration 

December 12th  November 6th 

February 6th  January 8th 

April 9th  March 4th 

 Remember that we are beginning a new quarter.  You are 

starting fresh, so stay on top of your work and keep focused.  

Don’t forget that each quarter is worth 40% of your final 

grade and your final exams are worth 20% of your final.  If 

your child needs tutoring, please contact one of the counse-

lors!  Let’s have a great second quarter!  If you need anything 

at all, please don’t hesitate to contact us! 



The Iguassu Falls 

Community Service On the Road:  Toledo, Brazil 

At Yuma Catholic our students are encouraged to “to 
live as children of God and as followers of Christ 
through personal prayer, celebration of the sacra-
ments, the virtue of love, and service to others.”  Nick 
Hugh, following the encouragement of a faculty mem-
ber, took his mission of service on the road to Brazil. 

Nick’s road to Brazil originated as a family trip.  His 
mother’s family resides there in a small town named 
Toledo.  Nick says, “Since it’s such a long flight to get 
to them, we only visit once every two or three years,” 
which makes Nick’s choice to find time to be of ser-
vice that much more remarkable. 

Toledo is an agricultural town, “kind of like Yuma,” 
Nick said.  What he enjoys most about going there, 
besides spending time with family, is an event held 
every Wednesday in Toledo, where the town puts on a 
display that focuses “on all the cultures that exist” and 
its “abundance” that blesses the community.  Besides 
the many agricultural festivals, there are a few local 
lakes and a botanical garden in the town that are tour-
ist attractions, but Nick and his family make certain 
each time they head to Brazil to witness one of its 
most natural beauties; The Iguassu Falls is a giant 
chain of waterfalls that are located at the border of 
Brazil and Argentina.  Nick states, “They are truly 
spectacular.” 

So where did the idea begin?  Nick says, “I was hav-

ing a conversation with Mrs. Meade and I mentioned I 
was going to Brazil.  She brought forth the idea of do-
ing foreign community service to put on my applica-
tion and I thought it was an amazing idea.  So when 
we were in Brazil, I asked my aunt, a college profes-
sor, what would be a great place to volunteer and she 
contacted a former student (who is) social worker for 
the institution that I volunteered.” 

The school Nick volunteered at was a non-
governmental organization (NGO) designed to be an 
after school program “for children of the age of 3 – 12 
years old, so they don’t have to stay at home alone, or 
in the streets, or in places that could potentially endan-
ger them.  They accept children with a wide range of 
needs: financial hardship, court mandated cases, emo-
tional\social stress, and the like.” 

Asked what he took away from the experience Nick 
responded, “It made me appreciate all of the opportu-
nities that I have been given.  Mostly all of the kids at 
the school came from challenging and poor families 
who most of the time, are not able to take good care of 
them, and still they were always smiling and always 
happy.  I was humbled by how resilient and positive 
all of the kids were even in their difficult situation.” 

Lastly, Nick stated, “It was a pretty special feeling to 
come in and brighten someone’s day; the whole expe-
rience kind of caught me off guard in that aspect.” 



Yuma Catholic prides itself on many things and one of 
them is its student-athletes.  This summer two of our young 
ladies made the long journey to Australia to compete in an 
international tournament in their respective sports. 

The Down Under Sports program began in 1989 and it was 
the brain child of New Zealander, George O’Scanlon.  His 
belief was “the common language of sports” could bridge 
the educational and cultural gaps between continents. His 
company, International Sports Specialist, Inc., began this 
endeavor with American Football tournaments and eventu-
ally expanded to other sports like Basketball, Volleyball 
and Wrestling. 

ISSI employs a group of full-time coaches and recruiters 
who actively seek out deserving athletes to invite to the 

tournament.  Students 14 to 19 years old are nominated for 
the opportunity to be chosen to attend.  To have two of our 
student-athletes invited speaks highly of them and those 
who have provided them the solid foundation, like their 
family, coaches and Yuma Catholic High School. 

The students enjoy a 12 day journey, which includes 3 days 
in Hawaii and 9 in Australia, that allows them to see what 
life abroad is like, learn a new style of play in their sport 
(FIFA Rules), meet new friends and compete with and 
against some of the best players their age from the United 
States, Australia and New Zealand. 

The following two articles are the stories of junior volley-
ball student-athlete, Alexi Davis  and senior basketball stu-
dent-athlete Joselyn Morris. 

Lexi is a junior; she is a member of the National Hon-
or Society and she happens to play volleyball at a very 
high level as well.  However, when she received her 
invite to play, she admittedly thought it was “fake.”  

“I never thought I’d be able to play volleyball out of 
the country.  I chose to go because it was a once in a 
lifetime opportunity.”  Lexi continued “I didn’t expect 
to gain anything out of it except for the experience.” 

When asked what her expectations of the trip were, 
Lexi responded, “I had high expectations….I wanted 
my team to succeed.”  Not surprising the competition 
part of the trip was first priority; however, Lexi also 
said she had high hopes for the food, the architecture 
and the culture.   

The participants were asked to fundraise in order to 
offset the cost of the trip.  Lexi came up with some 
creative ways to raise money, including takeovers at 
local restaurants and a very successful silent auction.  
Her advice to future participants would be to start ear-
ly, “the majority of the girls on my team said they 
waited until the last second to finish fundraising” and 
they regretted it. 

The trip allowed for plenty of new experiences.  Being 
without cell reception and having to pay for wifi 
topped the list because it made being away from home 
a little more difficult.  Two things Lexi was proud to 
step out of her comfort zone on were “trying foods I 
had never seen or heard of before and meeting (so 
many) new people (and) being able to get along 
great,” was something she didn’t expect would be 
such a huge part of the trip. 

The trip included a free day to explore Australia and 
Lexi took full advantage.  She explored “the Great 
Barrier Reef on Elliott Island.  This was a great expe-
rience, even though the weather wasn’t the best.”  She 
also visited Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary where she 
was able to “hold a koala and a baby croc.”  She also 
took time to take in some shopping and short walks 
around the hotel. 

She was able to make the trip thanks to her many sup-
porters. Lexi singled out her mom for giving “me the 
courage to be able to even look into going on this 
trip.”  She also called out her grandparents who “were 
always helping me come up with fundraising ideas 
and started my journey” to Australia. 

Finally, back to the volleyball, Lexi’s team finished 9th 
out of 12 teams, which wasn’t quite how she wanted 
to finish; however, 
she stated “Australia 
was just all around 
the best experience 
of my life; if people 
get the chance to go, 
don’t think about it 
for a second, just do 
it! And make sure 
you can handle long 
airplane flights.” 

Down Under Sports:  Australia 



Senior Josselyn Morris is a member of the National Honor Society and a standout basketball player for the lady 
Shamrocks.  When she received word that she had been invited to Australia to play basketball, there were some that 
told her “it was a waste of time and that (she) shouldn’t go,” but that didn’t stop her. “I chose to go to Australia be-
cause it seemed like a great opportunity.” 

Josselyn saw this as a way to “gain overseas basketball experience and to be able to explore Australia.”  The pro-
gram invites players from all over the U.S., Australia and New Zealand to practice as a team and compete in a tour-
nament filled with high level talent.  Josselyn added “not very many players get to experience that (type of environ-
ment).” 

The players also get to enjoy time away from the competition and explore the local culture and attractions.  This is a 
great time for the student-athletes to get know one another away from the court.  Josselyn explained “I was able to 
play the sport I love and I made so many new friends that I will have for a lifetime.” 

Of the many adventures she had, Josselyn enjoyed her trip to the local wildlife reserve where she was “able to feed 
kangaroos and (she) also got to take a picture with a Koala.”  Another big part of the Australian culture is the native 
Aborigine population and their cultural differences to the local Australians.  Josselyn and her teammates were able to 
watch Aborigines perform their native dance rituals. 

In order to even think about experiencing something like this, Josselyn had to have the support of many people to 
make this happen.  She stated “I would like to thank God for blessing me with the ability to even play basketball and 
my wonderful parents for supporting me through everything.” 

As is the case with these types of trips, Josselyn had to raise money to get there and without “all the people who do-
nated, this trip wouldn’t have been possible.”  Her advice for those he may take a trip like this in the future?  “Get as 
many donations as possible and don’t miss out on a once in a lifetime opportunity.” 

As for the tournament itself, “the best part of the trip was that my team was able to win the whole girls basketball 
tournament!”  She continued, “Going to the tournament was a blessing in itself, but being able to win was an even 
greater blessing.”   

Down Under Sports:  Australia 



Spotlight:  New Staff Members 

Mr. Michael Godbout 

Hometown: Pawtucket, RI 

College: St. Leo’s University 

Background:    Retired Marine  

Favorite Food:   Italian Cuisine 

Favorite Book:     Lord Have Mercy, Scott 
Hahn 

Favorite Sports Team(s):  Yankees and Pa-
triots 

Favorite Movie: Star Wars 

Mr. Jarred Lackey 

Hometown: Somerton, AZ 

College:  BA @ Central College, 

MBA @ William Penn 

Previous Experience: Graduate 

Assistant @ William Penn, Strength  

 

and Conditioning Coach at Newton HS in Newton, IA 

Hobbies: Hunting, Fishing, Rugby, Golf and Softball 

Favorite Food:   Ribeye Steak 

Favorite Book:     Lone Survivor, A Boy Named Boomer 

Favorite Sports Team(s):  Oakland Raiders 

Favorite Movie(s):  The Rock, Remember the Titans, 

Field of  Dreams 

Miss Mary Bettag  

Hometown: Sheboygan, WI 

College: Silver Lake College of 

Holy Family 

Background:    She is at YC doing her 

student teaching 

Hobbies: She loves being outdoors, Rock Climb-

ing, Hiking, Biking, loves adventure 

Favorite Food:      Sweets, “I have a huge sweet tooth” 

Favorite Sports Team(s):  Team USA, love the Olym-

pics, also love the Chicago Bears and of course the YC 

Shamrocks 

Other topics:  “I am a postulant with the Francis-
can Sisters of Christian Charity, which means I’m in 
my first year of formation.  I get to spend the first 
semester of that time out here doing my student 
teaching before I have to head back to the Mother-
house around Christmas.  I feel so blessed to be part 
of the Yuma Catholic family, and am SO excited to 
be here!  Yuma Catholic already has a special place 
in my heart.” 

Mr. Carlos Hernandez 

Hometown: El Centro, CA 

College: UC-San Diego 

Background:    1 Year Calculus, 4 
years Math Tutor 

 

Hobbies:   Jiu Jitsu, Paintball, Football, Basketball,  

Crossfit, Gaming 

Favorite Food:     Buffalo Wings! 

Favorite Book:     Count of Monte Cristo 

Favorite Sports Team(s):  Dallas Cowboys, Dodgers and 
The Lakers 

Favorite Movie:     Rocky Series 

Other Topics:   “I am just blessed to be a part of the Yuma 
Catholic Family.” 

Ms. Michelle Parker 

Hometown: El Cajon, CA 

Background:    25 years of dance in-
struction and choreography  

Hobbies:    I like to Fish, Dance, Sing 

Favorite Food:     Pizza and Donuts 

Favorite Book:     Anything Stephen 
King 

Favorite Sports Team(s):  Broncos, 
“Peyton is the man” 

Favorite Movie:    “I love Elf and the Grinch with Jim 
Carrey” 

Other topics:   “I’m outgoing, my favorite color is tan-
gerine and mike wazowski green.” 



YUMA CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

CLASS OF 2005 

10 YEAR REUNION 

CLASS OF 2006...… 

YOU’RE NOW ON THE CLOCK 

ITS NEVER TO EARLY TO START PLANNING 


