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~ Isaiah 9:6 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his     

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.” 

The Advent season and Christmas 
time is upon us.  It could not be 
here any sooner, and I am not simp-
ly referring to it with the intention 
or hopes that we get a break from 
school or open presents.  Our world 
is hurting and suffering right now, 
and we truly need a Prince of Peace 
to come into our world and into our 

hearts.  As a school, we pray for all of the people of the 
world; we pray that more will come to know Jesus 
Christ as the Everlasting Father this time of year. 

We have had a successful yet trying first semester.  Yu-
ma Catholic has had its fair share of trials and tribula-
tions; however, we are still here and going stronger 
with God’s favor.  Academically, our students have 
been working diligently to earn the grades they would 
like to post on a transcript they send off to prestigious 
universities.  Also, our faculty, their teachers, have 
been working just as hard increasing the rigor and ex-
pectations they place on the students.  As a school, we 
have dedicated ourselves to using data to drive our col-
laboration and curricular decision making.  Yuma Cath-
olic continues to redefine itself as a college preparatory 
with the aspirations to be a solid pathway to our next 
generation’s success. 

On the athletic side of the school, we had a productive 
and memorable Fall season.  Even though we did not 

end up in the champion’s circle in any of our sports, 
our students learned that we serve and play for an audi-
ence of one.  We cannot win them all, but we can sure-
ly play for Christ in every contest. The visiting players 
and fans should see God’s love in the way we play and 
honor Him through our actions.  Therefore, please 
come and support our student-athletes in the upcoming 
Winter and Spring sports and be a part of the audience 
of one. 

Lastly, Yuma Catholic High School has continued to 
dedicate its time and effort to keeping your students 
safe.  We have made tremendous upgrades to our secu-
rity and phone systems. Due to recent events in our 
world and country, we are taking extra precautions to 
ensure your children worry more about their grades, 
playing and participating in extracurricular events for 
the Lord, and being young adults instead of whether 
they are safe.  Thank you to all the community mem-
bers who have made it possible to make the necessary 
changes. 

May God’s birthday celebration bring us all a time of 
peace and comfort this season knowing He is our 
Mighty God. 
 

In Christ’s Peace, 
 

Mr. Armando Valenzuela III 

Principal/CEO 

http://www.yumacatholic.org


The students and staff of Yuma Catholic High School are grateful for the 

support received for the 2015/2016 school year.    The two events we have 

put in the books so far this school year have been record setting!  Both the 

Gun Raffle and Rachel Determan Memorial Rib Cook Off were success-

es by every measure.  We will report more fully on those in the annual re-

port, but we are grateful to God and everyone involved for their efforts to 

contribute to student success. 

The Annual Fund is also off to a good start, but we still need your support 

to reach our goals for this school year.   We have included the Annual Fund 

Donor Recognition to date.  Won’t you add your name to this list?  We are 

also encouraging YC Alumni to give $5 for each year since they graduated!   

Increasing Alumni involvement at Yuma Catholic is our wish for the New 

Year.    Please encourage YC alumni to send us their information through 

the website fillable form.    We will highlight alumni in future publications! 

There is always more to do to ensure student achievement.    We have taken 

care of some infrastructure this year with greater campus security, new 

phone system, campus van and a soon-to-be-updated website provider.    

Work is being done on the curriculum side with strong support from the 

Tucson Diocese.    We cannot move forward alone.   Your continued sup-

port, involvement and love of our YC community are integral parts of fos-

tering student success and growth. 

May God’s love and peace fill your hearts in the new year!   Our hearts are 

filled with gratitude too! 

 

Bobbi Ukura 

Advancement Director 

Yuma Catholic High School 

Advancement:  The Season of Giving and Gratitude 
Annual Fund Donors 

 

St. Isidore 

Gary and Barbara Pasquinelli 

The Pasquinelli Foundation 
 

Principal’s Partner’s 

Franciscan Sister’s  
Of Christian Charity 

 

YCHS Staff Members 
 

Leadership 

Richard Hedloff  

Joan Roberts 

Anonymous 
 

Spirit 

Anonymous 
 

Blue and Gold Club 

Jeanne and Wayne Gale 

Ochylski Enterprises 

Barbara Lee 

Pat and Jeanne Connor 
 

Other 

Pat and Karen Griffin- 
In honor of Howard Gwynn 

Father Pat Crino 
 

Alumni 

Sabrina Garcia 

Emily Eldridge 

Grady Eldridge 

Andrew Anderson 



Academics:  Students putting their skills to work 
Mrs. Harris’ honors geometry and   
geometry classes participated in a pro-
ject that required them to put their   
geometric skills to work for them.  The 
toothpick tower project is designed to 
have students build a structure whose 
height, weight and shape will support 
a geometry textbook for more than 10 
seconds, using only your basic tooth-
pick and school glue. 

The grading rubric has 11 measurable 
aspects and the students could work 
individually or in two person teams.  
In addition to the grade for the class, 
the student could qualify for a contest, 
if all criteria were met on the grading 
rubric.   

The contest was simple.  See how 
many geometry textbooks the tower 
could hold.  In between each place-
ment the tower had to stand for 10 sec-
onds holding each new additional 
book. 

The winner with 18 textbooks/97 
pounds was Caely Maldarella.  Second 
Place was Jonathan Clayton with 17 
textbooks/92 pounds and third went   
to the team of Saul Silva and Jose  
Mojardin with 15 textbooks/81pounds. 

By Mr. Cain 

The Yuma Catholic Chess team had another 

successful season competing with the other 

Yuma High Schools.  We held our own, 

placing 4th out of the six teams in the region 

in regular season play.  Freshman Jose Mo-

jardin placed third in the region as an indi-

vidual qualifier for the State Individual 

Chess Championship.  He placed 30th out of 

65 entrants in the State Finals.  Coach Dean 

Cain after coaching chess for the last 11 

years will be handing the reigns to Mr. God-

bout next year.  He will have several veter-

ans to mold his team.  Caleb McCollough, 

Jose Mojardin, Saul Silva, Chabo Curiel. 

Ven Chavez, Erick Santana and Jesus 

Zamudio will be returning.  

By Monica Hallahan 

As a YC Student Council mem-
ber I can definitely say spending 
the day at the Yuma County Get 
Together was a great experience.  

The activities and workshops 
were not only fun and bonding, 
they were educational. They 
spoke about ways to get students 
excited, (how to deal) with 
stress, and catching spirit. We 
spoke about getting people’s 
voices heard in our schools, the 
true meaning of spirit, and the 
issues we deal with as teenagers. 

 They had games to bring our 
council closer together and create 
bonds not only with our fellow 
council members at our schools, 
but with students from other 
schools in the area. Yuma Catho-
lic came home with the fitting 
award of Most Spirited, yet an-
other proud accomplishment for 
our school. 

Yuma Catholic Fine Arts Department 

Presents Winter Holidaypalooza 
 

The Yuma Catholic Fine Arts department presented their 
4th annual Winter Holidaypalooza on December 14, 2015. 

Mr. Coz and his band of merry students presented a won-
derful night of music and dramatic performances.   

The night began with the drama class presenting the story 
of creation and the birth of Christ, with Luke Pancrazi 
taking on the role of God.   Keira Dewey’s soliloquy as 
the Mother of Mary was also a highlight. 

The guitar class performed a myriad of Christmas carols 
to the delight of a full house.  This was one of the more 
enjoyable parts of the evening, as sixteen guitars melodi-
cally strolled through several of the most famous Christ-
mas tunes. 

The YC band gave the crowd a bit of a break from Christ-
mas with their rendition of “Superheroes R’ Us.”  Junior 
Stevie Soto got the tune started with a trumpet solo. 

The YC Choir helped round out the evening.  Between 
each of the sets the choir captivated the crowd with sever-
al Christmas tunes, but they saved the best for last as the 
ensemble brought the night to a close with several favor-
ites like “Santa Baby,” “Ave Maria” and “O Holy 

Night.”                                 (see photos on page 5) 



“Shamrock born, Shamrock 
bred.  When I die I’ll be Sham-
rock Dead.”  This is a phrase 
Denelle Peach and all the mem-
bers of those first four classes 
will remember and it’s probably 
the reason why you will find  
Denelle still living out that 
promise in her work as coach of 
the cheerleaders here at Yuma 
Catholic High School. 

Denelle (Peach) Lococo is a 
2005 graduate of Yuma Catho-
lic.  Those first four classes have 
a unique perspective of YC.  

Denelle and her classmates helped plant and water the seeds 
for what has become one of the most respected high schools 
in Yuma County and in the state of Arizona.  In her new 
role here at YC it is her stated goal to “to be involved at YC 
and help the school continually improve.” 

As a student Denelle was involved in many extracurricular 
activities.  She participated in cheerleading, student council 
and was a member of the “golden shamrock choir.”  Her 
“fondest memories” are embedded in these activities and 
they are where she began to build relationships with stu-
dents and teachers that continue today. 

Denelle points to Yuma Catholic as the reason why her faith 
in Christ is so strong. Theology classes helped build her 
“knowledge of church history,” which in turn allowed her 
“faith to deepen.”  The course work also helped her become 
more comfortable in understanding the Catholic faith and 
what it means to be Catholic.  Denelle believed she could 

better “explain what we believe as Catholics” and be able to 
answer the “why’s” of those who may not understand. 

Like many of our students, Denelle is able to point to one of 
her teachers as a major influence in life.  “My freshmen 
year, I developed a great friendship with a teacher, Sheila 
Hammons, whom I am still in contact with today.  She was 
positive role model (who) pushed me to do my best and had 
high expectations for me.” 

One of the many positive changes Denelle sees in the YC of 
today is the fact that students, in particular the seniors, are 
asked to focus on college preparatory work like “how to 
write resumes, scholarship essays, obtain letters of recom-
mendation and apply to colleges.”  Denelle feels that having 
“this as an option in their schedule is a great asset and helps 
seniors organize their plans and set goals for themselves.” 

(Continued on Page 6) 

Students in Service 

Alumni Spotlight:  Denelle Lococo 

The Crossroads Mission has been 
serving the homeless and downtrod-
den in Yuma since 1959.  They are a 
“Christian non-profit organization 
dedicated to helping individuals who 
find themselves at a “crossroads” in 
their lives.”  They provide what most 
take for granted: a hot meal, a shower 
or a safe place to rest for a night.  
They also offer programs that help 
individuals get back on their feet. 

Grace Martin, our booster club leader, 
was given two Arizona Cardinal tick-
ets earlier this year and what tran-
spired following was a classic exam-
ple of Yuma Catholic’s spirit of ser-
vice and giving.  Grace decided this 
was an opportunity to help the com-
munity and she enlisted the help of the 
freshmen class here at YC. 

(continued on page 6) 

Toys for Tots is a charity fundraiser adopted by the 
United States Marine Corps.  The charity counts on local 
businesses and community centers to be drop off loca-
tions and this year the Yuma Catholic National Honor 
Society decided to join the team as a part of their service 
project for the first semester. 

The students used the front entry way to the school to 
display the boxes and used their network of friends to 
get the school families involved.  Toys for Tots provides 
promotional items like posters that were displayed 
prominently in the school. 

At this year’s Rachel Determan Memorial Cook Off the 
Marines joined us and held post at the front gate provid-
ing an opportunity for the Yuma Community to take part 
in the collection. 

All told the students collected over 6 large boxes full of 
toys and $675 in cash for the charity.  Congrats to the 
students and thank you to the YC family and community 
for supporting such a great cause! 

(pictures on page 5) 



Photo Gallery:  For more pictures go to, https://www.facebook.com/YCShamrocks/?ref=hl 

https://www.facebook.com/YCShamrocks/?ref=hl


(continued from Page 4) 

 

Even without the help of a college prep course, 
Denelle was able to take what she learned here at 
YC and turn that into a college scholarship. She 
studied at California Lutheran University for two 
years.  At CLU Denelle was also able to continue 
her participation in cheerleading.   

After CLU, Denelle completed her college course 
work at Arizona State University.  There she 
earned both her Bachelor’s and Master’s in Educa-
tion.   

From there she worked for the Diocese of Tucson 
as an elementary school teacher both in Tucson 
and here in Yuma.  During that time she married 
her husband of 5 years, Jerry.  Together they have 
a two year old daughter, Cora, and are expecting 
their second child in March. 

As we do with all our alumni spotlight participants, 
I asked Denelle her advice for the current group of 
Shamrocks. Her response, “Focus on your future, 
enjoy your high school years, but take them seri-
ously because only YOU have the power to 
achieve your goals.  Get involved. Do things to set 
yourself apart from others and give back to your 
community.” 

Finally, Denelle’s reasons for accepting the job of 
cheer coach are simple.  “What better way to give 
back than to help make a difference in (the) lives 
of the students, even if it’s just one.” 

Photos Courtesy of Kim Garcia Photography 

(continued from page 4) 

Crossroads Mission serves nearly 400 meals daily 
and many of them are made in advance and they 
need a place to keep them piping hot for the guests.  
The idea of a commercial warmer was something 
Barbara Rochester and the staff at Crossroads had 
been thinking about for quite some time and this 
was YC’s opportunity to pitch in and help. 

The freshmen students were each given a pack of 
raffle tickets and asked to sell them in the commu-
nity in hopes of raising the nearly $2000 required 
to purchase the warmer.  The raffle item was a pair 
of Arizona Cardinal tickets, with parking, for Sun-
day, November 22nd. 

As is the case here at YC, the kids and the commu-
nity exceeded expectations raising $3200!! 

The winner was picked on November 18th by Mr. 
Stallworth and Barbara Rochester, of the Cross-
roads Mission’s staff.  Shortly after that a check 
was delivered to the mission and the warmer was 
purchased and put to immediate use.  Over the 
Thanksgiving holiday it helped in providing over 
1100 meals to the Yuma Community. 


